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The eye of their God was watching over [them] . . . and they were not stopped. 

Ezra 5:5 

When an opportunity came to take on a new role at work, 

Simon believed it was a godsend. After praying over the de-

cision and seeking counsel, he felt that God was giving him 

this opportunity to take on bigger responsibilities. Every-

thing fell into place, and his boss supported his move. Then 

things began to go wrong. Some colleagues resented his 

promotion and refused to cooperate. He began to wonder if 

he should give up. 

When the Israelites returned to Jerusalem to build the house 

of God, enemies sought to frighten and discourage them 

(Ezra 4:4). The Israelites stopped at first, but continued after 

God encouraged them through the prophets Haggai and 

Zechariah (4:24–5:2). 

Once again, enemies came to hassle them. But this time they 

persevered, knowing “the eye of their God was watching 

over [them]” (5:5). They held on firmly to God’s instructions 

and trusted Him to carry them through whatever opposi-

tion they’d face. Sure enough, God moved the Persian king 

to support the temple’s completion (vv. 13–14). 

Similarly, Simon sought God’s wisdom to discern whether 

he should stay or find a new position. Sensing God calling 

him to remain, he relied on God’s strength to persevere. 

Over time, he slowly gained his colleagues’ acceptance. 

As we seek to follow God, wherever He places us, we may 

face opposition along the way. That’s when we need to keep 

following Him. He will guide us and carry us through. 

-  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezra+5%3A5
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INSIGHT  

It was a Persian king by the name of Cyrus who or-

dered the release and return of Israel from Babylonian 

exile (Ezra 1:1–7). Israel had been waiting for a nation-

al deliverer who would be a descendant of King Da-

vid. Yet according to Isaiah, God had called Cyrus to 

be his servant and shepherd (Isaiah 44:21–45:6). Is it 

possible that long before Jesus, God was giving us rea-

son to never give up on His ability to come to our res-

cue in the most unexpected ways? 

Mart DeHaan 

 

 

By Leslie Koh 

 

 

IMPORTANT dates to remember 

  

Year 6 Graduation Dinner Thursday 29th November 

Carols By Candlelight  Saturday 1st December  

     (in the undercover area at CCS) 

End Of Year Presentation Tuesday 4th December 

2019 Booklists   Available now 

Lost Property   please collect 

Sausage Sizzle    Friday 30th November 

End of Term 4   Wednesday 12th December 2018 

Start of Term 1 2019  Monday 4th February 2019 

 

https://odb.org/author/martdehaan-2/
https://odb.org/author/lesliekoh/


 

With only two weeks to go before school finishes for the year, 2018 has seemingly 

flown by.  As I glimpse back on what has been a very successful year, all the events just 

seem to blur together! However, as I ponder, I think about all the amazing work that has 

been taking place in our classrooms. Wonderful children, who are eager to learn, and 

dedicated staff who have worked so hard to ensure that the school is a place which is 

safe and     conducive to learning. 

God has been faithful and continued to bless CCS and I praise Him for meeting all our 

needs and giving us a school where we have the freedom to teach about His goodness 

and freedom and praise Him openly. 

“And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in  

Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19 

In two weeks, we farewell our year 6 students, who will be graduating and moving on to 

middle school in 2019.  Tonight, we will be having a graduation dinner to celebrate the 

children’s time at CCS and also to take time to think about some of the great times they 

have had a primary school.  One of my favourite activities is watching the children’s 

Power Point presentation showing photos of themselves, in various poses, from the cra-

dle to present time. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the prefects of 2018.  Blake Capewell, 

Joy Eze, Jak Lundstrom and Luca Jones who left us at the end of term 3.  Each have been 

model prefects and have done a terrific job leading the other students in the school. 

It is with a mixture of sadness but also happiness for them, we will be farewelling Mary 

Ward, Alice Yang and Brooke Root at the conclusion of the year.  They have all been    

loyal and long term servants of CCS.  Alice moved here from New Zealand in 2013 and         

commenced her teaching career in the Year 1 class.  She has developed into an out-

standing teaching practitioner and taken on many roles at CCS over the years.  Mary has 

worked with students with special needs, taught specialist subjects and has acted as 

our school Chaplain for the past 2 years.  I don’t think a day has gone by where Mary 

hasn't had an encouraging word in my ear.  Brooke took over the Office Management 

and Bursar role. Her professionalism, friendly nature and wisdom has been a tower of 

support for me and the staff in general over the years.  

 Principal’s Report 



It is time to think about staffing needs for next year, so if you are leaving CCS, 

and haven't already let us know, could you please do so as soon as possible.  

For those of you who are definitely moving on, I would like to sincerely thank 

you for being part of our school.  Before you depart, could I encourage you to 

fill out an exit interview questionnaire?  The office ladies will only be too happy 

to give you one.  Feedback is always welcome. 

Rehearsals (and children’s excitement) are well in place for the Awards Night 

Presentation next Tuesday evening.  I look forward to seeing you there. 

 

 

Principal’s Report  

Dear Parents 

Carols by Candlelight 

Carnarvon Christian School students will be singing 1 

song and 2 Christmas Carols at:  

Carols by  Candlelight on Saturday 01/12/18 at 

6:30pm at CCS Undercover Area.  

Could you please send your child/children to school 

(dressed in a modest Christmas outfit) by 6:00pm to 

enjoy the High School Band and Sausage Sizzle. 

Thank you for your wonderful support and we look 

forward to a wonderful evening of Christmas Carols. 



 

 

To all CCS children, staff, parents and community of Carnarvon,       

“No greater LOVE has anyone for someone else than to lay down their 

life for another,” Jesus, John 15:13. 

It has been an absolute joy and life giving experience to serve as God’s 

servant at CCS for 7 years. We know this is a very special school used 

by God to share HIS LOVE through all the staff to help our children 

to learn reading, writing, arithmetic, the arts and active sports.  

Thankyou to each one of you who have 

shared your lives in caring for others. God 

has changed my life and touched my heart, 

forever.  

Thankyou to parents and staff for praying 

for our precious children and God’s School, 

CCS. 

With Blessings, prayers, always. 

Mrs Mary Ward 

Teacher and Chaplain. 

 

 

School Happenings 



Appearing at the Carnarvon Christian School 

Monday 3rd December 

THE STORY SO FAR... 

Levi McGrath is committed to music and social justice – and he wants to motivate 
and inspire a new generation of people to stand up and make a difference. 

Levi is passionate about bringing music to disadvantaged and isolated young      
people. He is currently involved in two projects... Instruments for The Outback –      
engaging with, and providing opportunities for young indigenous musicians to    
perform, record and be mentored by professional musicians, and Instruments for 
Ethiopia – a similar project delivering traditional instruments and funding for     
teaching those instruments to homeless and marginalised street children in Addis 
Ababa. 

Levi began his professional music career in 2007 with the release of his debut      
album MOVE. In 2009 Levi spent 6 months living in Uganda working with former 
child soldiers, this led to his critically acclaimed album CHILDREN OF WAR – rich in       
passion for social change and heart-rending stories of suffering, hope and dignity. 

Levi will be at the Carnarvon Christian School on Monday 3rd              



When we feel safe we explore, we learn, we grow 

Feelings of safety are crucial for the development of good mental health. 

Good mental health is …  

Children, (even really young ones), and adults have mental health. 

It is also important to remember that early childhood development and life experiences       

contribute strongly to a person’s mental health and wellbeing during childhood and later in life. 

And … positive mental health is much more than feeling happy. 

At KidsMatter, we define mental health in early childhood as relating to a child’s healthy    

physical, cognitive, social and emotional development and their capacity within the context of 

their development, family, environment and culture to: 

participate in the physical and social environment 

form healthy and secure relationships 

experience, regulate, understand and express emotions 

understand and regulate their behaviour 

interact appropriately with others, including peers 

develop a secure sense of self. 

When we feel safe our stress hormones (e.g. cortisol, adrenalin, norepinephrine) decline and 

the connecting hormones (like oxytocin) rise. Our emotional brain (amygdala) relaxes and our 

thinking brain (prefrontal cortex)is free to operate at its full potential allowing us to fully partici-

pate in learning and play. 

This information is taken from the Kids Matter Australian 

Early Childhood Mental Health Initiative. 

For more information feel free to  visit the Kids Matter 

website. 

https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/early-childhood/blog/

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Shoebox Project—Although we will probably not be able to    

collect and deliver to Perth in time for their first Christmas distribution run, 

we will be happy to be a collection point for anyone wishing to contribute 

to this fantastic outreach for their second run. Go online for more details:   

operationchristmaschild.org.au 

The two collection boxes for gifts (no need to box or wrap) will be in the 

front office and the staffroom. Please follow the gift suggestion guidelines 

closely as many of the children receiving the gifts are from war-torn, trau-

matic backgrounds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 Enrolments  
 

We are currently finalising our enrolments for 2019.  As 

part of  our enrolment policy please advise the school in 

writing if  your child/ren will NOT be attending CCS in 

2019.  This allows us to plan for the staffing required for 

the New Year.  Thankyou. 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a large number of shoes, jumpers and assorted items that have 

been collecting over the term.  

Can you please come and take a look if any of these may be yours. 

If these items are not claimed by the end of the term they will be given to 

charity. 

 

 

Please return all library books before the end 

of the term. 
 

 
 

 

 


