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True, Deep Desire 
Ezekiel 11–13 

James 1 
“What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him. 

Mark 10:51 

Mark 10:46 – 52 

A mouse with a shrill voice, Reepicheep is perhaps The Chronicles of Narnia’s 

most valiant character. He charged into battle swinging his tiny sword. He rejected 

fear as he prodded on the Dawn Treader toward the Island of Darkness. The secret 

to Reepicheep’s courage? He was deeply connected to his longing to get to Aslan’s 

country. “That is my heart’s desire,” he said. Reepicheep knew what he truly  

wanted, and this led him toward his king. 

Bartimaeus, a blind man from Jericho, sat in his normal spot jingling his cup for 

coins when he heard Jesus and the crowd approaching. He yelled out, “Jesus, Son 

of David, have mercy on me!” (Mark 10:47). The crowd tried to silence him, but 

Bartimaeus couldn’t be stopped. 

“Jesus stopped,” Mark says (v. 49). In the midst of the throng, Jesus wanted to 

hear Bartimaeus. “What do you want?” Jesus asked (v. 51). 

The answer seemed obvious; surely Jesus knew. But He seemed to believe there 

was power in allowing Bartimaeus to express his deep desire. “I want to see,”  

Bartimaeus said (v. 51). And Jesus sent Bartimaeus home seeing colors, beauty, 

and the faces of friends for the first time. 

Not all desires are met immediately (and desires must be transformed), but what’s 

essential here is how Bartimaeus knew his desire and took it to Jesus. If we’ll pay 

attention, we’ll notice that our true desires and longings always lead us to Him. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=NIV&search=Ezekiel+11%E2%80%9313
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=NIV&search=+James+1
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=NIV&search=Mark+10%3A51
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Take a look 

at the 

Important 

dates to 

remember 

for this 

week 

Today's Scripture: 
Mark 10:46–52 (NIV) 

Insight 

The story of blind Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46–52) isn’t the only account in Mark’s gospel where 

Jesus healed physical blindness. The other is in 8:22–26 where He healed an unnamed man in 

Bethsaida. But physical blindness wasn’t the only “sight” issue that Mark highlights. Spiritual 

blindness was prevalent. Just before Jesus healed the blind man in Bethsaida He rebuked His 

disciples saying, “Do you still not see or understand? Are your hearts hardened? Do you have 

eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to hear” (vv. 17–18). And just before He healed Bartimaeus, 

Jesus reminded His disciples that He was destined for suffering and death, but they didn’t get it 

(vv. 31–33; 9:30–32; 10:32–34). It wasn’t until after Christ’s resurrection that their spiritual 

blindness was banished. 

By: Arthur Jackson 

Reflect & Pray 

What do you truly desire? How might this desire lead you to Jesus? 

Jesus, help me to bring my desires to You. What I’m ultimately seeking can only 

be satisfied by what You alone can provide. 

Dates to remember 

Pupil Free Day    Friday 22nd November 

Box Night Yr 5/6    Friday 29th November 

Year 6 Graduation Dinner  Monday 2nd December 

Cricket Carnival Yr 4/5/6   Friday 6th November 

Full dress rehearsal   Tuesday 10th  December 

End of Year Awards   Friday 13th December 

 

 Our Daily 

Bread 

 Important 

dates to   

remember 

 Principal’s 

Report 

 Classroom   

happenings 

 School up-

dates 

 Communi-

ty events 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=NIV&search=Mark+10%3A46%E2%80%9352
https://odb.org/author/arthurjackson/
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Principal’s Report 
 

 

Our Sponsor Child  

Thanks to your gold coin donations, we 

have raised over $1500 this year to donate 

to our sponsor child. 

$750 will be donated to a Missionary family 

in Bali who minister to people in the slums. 

(Yes that’s right.  There are many people in 

Bali who live on the streets or at places like 

the municipal rubbish tip.) 

Francis and Selfi (husband and wife team) 

also minister to HIV victims such as drug    

addicts and former prostitutes who have 

been hospitalised and need money to    

purchase the medicines so necessary for 

survival.  

Another of their outreaches is to teach  

English to disadvantaged children.  

Over the years, our donations have helped 

with the schooling of their 3 children.  The 

eldest, Kaleb, has just finished studies and 

plans to minister to people in the prisons in 

Java.   The other 2 (Oshea and Trinity) are 

still at High School and our donations helps 

them purchase books, uniforms etc.  

The other $750 will be used to build a     
turbine which will generate electricity for a 
very  remote village in the jungles of central 
Sulawesi.  Again this missionary              
organization which houses, and provides 
schooling for children can be linked to    
Francis and Selfi.  They had previously 
shared their house and provided Christian 
mentoring to leaders in the remote jungle 
schools. 
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School Fees 

As a school, we acknowledge that economic times are tough at present. In order to    

assist parents the CCS Board, in its wisdom, has decided to keep school fees              

unchanged for 2020.   Please remember, if you are struggling to make payments, come 

and have a chat with Nadine or myself and we will do our best to assist you.  

Family Support 

There are times in everyone’s lives that we need support from others.  Raising a family  

is incredibly rewarding but it is not always an easy task.   Sometimes, through no fault of 

our own, things happen and we need someone just to talk to and share our concerns. 

Remember there are many services around including local churches and government 

organisations.    

More good news however is that Ngala now has two modes that you can use when all is 

not running smoothly.   You can ring Ngala Parenting Line 9368 9368 or 1800 111 546 

between the hours of 8 am and 8 pm 7 days a week.   Alternatively, you can chat online 

using countryfamilies@ngala   There will be trained professionals who will lend an      

empathetic ear and you can be assured that everything you discuss will remain         

confidential. 

Standardized Testing 

Teachers have now completed Pat R standardised tests from Year 1 to Year 6.   These 

tests were conducted at the beginning of the year to enable teachers to gauge their   

student’s growth in Reading comprehension, Punctuation and Grammar and            

Mathematics.   Analysis of the data enables teachers at the classroom level, as well as 

leadership and as a whole school, to identify strengths as well as areas for                  

improvement.   Comparing these results with NAPLAN results reveals that programmes 

introduced in 2017 and 2018 are contributing positively to improvement across the 

school. 

Success  

Two programmes which have had very positive effect on our student’s learning are    

Letters and Sounds and Talk for Writing.  Carnarvon Christian School has always       

believed that a strong phonics program in the early years is very important to give our 

students tools to decode words and consequently develop fluency and understanding in 

their reading.  In 2017 after much discussion and consultation with staff, it was decided 

that we introduce Letters and Sounds into CCS.  Letterland and Diana Rigg had served 

us well in the past, but we felt that the new program would accelerate the children’s 

learning.  Analysis of our data has subsequently proved this to be correct as implemen-

tation of the Phonics program is now not only translating into better Reading skills but 

also better Spelling results.  
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The other program we introduced was Talk for Writing. Talk for Writing, was developed 

in the UK and is a powerful approach because it is based on the principles of how     

people learn. The Talk for Writing approach enables children to read and write            

independently for a  variety of audiences and purposes within different subjects. A key 

feature is that children internalise the language structures needed to write through 

‘talking the text’ as well as “close reading.” The approach moves from dependence     

towards independence with teachers using shared and guided teaching to develop the 

ability in children to write   creatively and powerfully.  Reading flows into writing and    

together with Talk for Writing the improvements have been evident at CCS.  One of the 

great attributes of Talk for Writing is that children commence using the program in      

Kindergarten and it flows right through the school allowing us to use a whole school ap-

proach.  

 

After school Activities 
CCS is investigating providing After School Activities for students - 3 afternoons a week 
during the school terms in 2020.  
We are looking at running classes on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday afternoons 
from 2:30pm – 4:30 pm.  The time would be divided into homework/group tutoring and 
specialized skills such as music, art, drama, sewing etc.  Each class would be run by a 
qualified teacher. 
 
 A survey will be put out soon to gauge interest so please let us know if you are          
interested.   
 
Box Night       Friday 29/11 
Box Night for the Year 5/6 class will be held at the Shaw’s house, 25 Craggs Court. 
(Last house in street on the high side of the road).  Children are to supply their own 
cardboard box which must be big enough to sleep in. (ie fridge box) The children will  
also need a sleeping bag and pillow.  If children wish to modify their box, installing     
windows etc, duct tape or masking tape would be handy.  In the past, I have had boys 
turn up with a small carton to place over their head or even just a piece of cardboard.  
(Not something I recommend!) 
 
Box Night originated many years ago when the upper primary group were studying     
refugees and homeless people. They were curious and  wanted to experience what it 
would be like, should they be in the same position.  
 
The cost will be $15 per child which will cover Dinner, Breakfast and Supper.  I realize 
this may be steep for some families.   From experience, after I have purchased all the 
necessities such as breakfast cereal, milk etc and the evening meal there is no change.   
Let me know if this is too much and I will help as I don’t want any child to miss out.   
 Please drop your child at Craggs Court at 5 pm, Friday evening  and collect them 8:00 
am sharp the following Saturday morning.   
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Carnarvon Christian School held a 

ceremony on the 11th of November for those  who died 

or suffered in all wars and armed conflict. 

Lest We Forget 
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Gwoonwardu Mia Gascoyne Aboriginal Heritage and Cultural Centre 

 

Some of the children from Carnarvon Christian School had the benefit of      
attending the re-opening of the Gwoonwardu Mia—the Gascoyne Aboriginal 
Heritage and Cultural Centre in Carnarvon. 

 

The children had the opportunity to participate in activities such as painting 
and had some delicious food as well. 

 

The Arts Minister David Templeman said: 

  

"The Centre has an incredibly important role to play locally through the sharing 
of community stories to ensure the transfer of culture and knowledge to 
younger generations of Aboriginal people. 

  

"As a significant cultural tourism experience, Gwoonwardu Mia forms part of 
an emerging network of facilities which tell the stories of Aboriginal people and 
their experiences, both before and after the arrival of settlers from other parts 
of the world." 

 Quotes courtesy of   https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/  

Out and about with Carnarvon Christian School 

https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/


 

Newsletter 3 Term 4  -  Tuesday 26th  November, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Things to look forward to at CCS 

Canteen  

Tuesday and Thursday 

Week 7 

Please see the front office for 

the menu. 

 

 

 

2019 Curriculum books 

Available for sale in the front office 

Books include Pre-Primary to Year 6 

Stock must go to make room for our 
new 2020 books. 

Books $5 each 

 

I will give thanks, O Lord, with 

all my heart; I praise your name 

for your unfailing love and faith-

fulness; for your promises are 

backed by all the honor of your 

name. Psalm 138:1–2  
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