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Shining Light 

Bible in a Year:  Psalms 54-56; Romans 3 

Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify 

you Father in heaven. 

Matthew 5:16  

Today’s Scripture & Insight: 

I felt nervous about a five-week prayer class I agreed to teach at a local 

church. Would the students like it? Would they like me? My anxiety was               

ill-focused, leading me to over-prepare lesson plans, presentation slides, and class 

handouts. Yet with a week to go, I still hadn’t encouraged many people to attend. 

In prayer, however, I was reminded that the class was a service that shined light on 

God. Because the Holy Spirit would use the class to point people to our heavenly 

Father, I could set aside my nervousness about public speaking. When Jesus taught 

His disciples in His Sermon on the Mount, He told them, “You are the light of the 

world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and 

put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in 

the house” (Matthew 5:14–15). 

Reading those words, I finally sent out a class announcement on social media.   

Almost immediately, people started registering—expressing gratitude and excite-

ment. Seeing their reactions, I reflected more on Jesus’ teaching: “Let your light 

shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in 

heaven” (v. 16). 

With that perspective, I taught the class with joy. I pray that my simple deed be-

comes a beacon and encourages others to shine their light for God as well. 

By:  Patricia Raybon 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Matt%205.14%E2%80%9315
https://odb.org/author/patriciaraybon/
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P A G E  2  

Take a look 

at the 

Important 

dates to 

remember 

for this 

week 

Reflect & Pray 

When have you felt nervous or self-conscious about sharing your 

deeds and gifts for God? How can your deeds and gifts help oth-

ers, and what are ways you can share them? 

Jesus, empower me to let my God-given light shine so others can see 

and glorify You. 

 
Today's Scripture 
Matthew 5:13–16 

 

Insight 
 
The concept of light shining in the darkness is one of the primary 
themes of John’s writings, but it also has a strategic place in 
Matthew’s gospel. After Jesus returned from being tempted by 
Satan in the wilderness, Matthew records the launching of 
Christ’s public ministry by quoting the words of Isaiah the proph-
et: “The people living in darkness have seen a great light; on 
those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has 
dawned” (Matthew 4:16; Isaiah 9:2). These words provide the 
context for His instruction in today’s Scripture text about being a 
light to others. 

 

 

 

 Our Daily 

Bread 

 Important 

dates to   re-

member 

 Principal’s 

Report 

 Classroom   

happenings 

 School    

updates 

 Community 

events 

Important dates to remember 

 

Monday, Wednesday &  Athletics training starts 7am 

Friday                                             

24th—28th August   Strathalbyn Visit 

4th September   Faction Athletics Carnival 

9th September    Fotoworks 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Matt%205.13%E2%80%9316
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Matt%204.16
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Isa%209.2
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Having passed the Winter solstice and with our daylight hours slowly increasing, it will be a wel-

come change to be rising with the sun in the mornings.  

 For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 

2 a time to be born, and a time to die; 

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
3 a time to kill, and a time to heal; 

a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 

a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
5 a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 

a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
6 a time to seek, and a time to lose; 

a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 
7 a time to tear, and a time to sew; 

a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
8 a time to love, and a time to hate; 

a time for war, and a time for peace. 

The God-Given Task 

9 What gain has the worker from his toil? 10 I have seen the business that God has given to the chil-

dren of man to be busy with. 11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eter-

nity into man's heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the 

end. 12 I perceived that there is nothing better for them than to be joyful and to do good as long as 

they live; 13 also that everyone should eat and drink and take pleasure in all his toil—this is God's gift 

to man. 

14 I perceived that whatever God does endures forever; nothing can be added to it, nor anything tak-
en from it. God has done it, so that people fear before him. 15 That which is, already has been; that 
which is to be, already has been; and God seeks what has been driven away.[a      Ecclesiastes 3 
 

The past couple of weeks has been a season of visiting politicians to CCS.  First we had the Hon. 

Nick Goiran (Shadow Minister for Child Protection) drop by our school.  Nick is on the Board of one 

of our sister Christian Schools in Perth and we were surprised to discover during the visit that he is 

also the brother of Chantelle Vandawal, one of our parents and is a Board Member of CCS.    It was 

fabulous to have Nick join us for the Great Year 5/6  Yacht Race.  Following Nick, we had a visit from 

our Federal Minister for Durack, Hon Melissa Price who is the current Minister for Defence Indus-

try.  Melissa now leads a team responsible for the investment of billions of dollars as Australia 

ramps up its defence capabilities.   The new soccer and AFL goal posts at the school are a result of 

receiving a Federal Grant for schools in Melissa’s electorate.  Then last week Vince Catania (MLA 

North West Central) dropped by as it was National Principal’s Day, something I was entirely una-

ware of.   

Principal’s Report 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+3%3A1-22&version=ESV#fen-ESV-17375a
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During the COVID19 lockdown of Carnarvon schools, our year 5/6 students were charged with a 

Technology task of building a model yacht to race when school returned.  The only stipulation was 

that the yacht needed to be self-propelled and a maximum length of 1 metre. Students were encour-

aged to work together with parents, grandparents or any other adult friend who wished to help out. 

On the day of the race, the children proudly arrived at school with their yachts.  There was an amaz-

ing assortment of designs and innovative use of material including:  aluminium, wood, polystyrene, 

cardboard and pop sticks and one boat was even made from a perfectly formed large sea pod – all 

were put on display at the end of term 2 assembly.   The race took place near what is known as the 

Camel Farm, located not far from Chinamans Pool.  Nick Goiran counted down the start of the race 

and then the children set their yachts a- sail.   It was then that many of the boats seemed to take on 

a mind of their own.  Some were reluctant to leave Port, a couple capsized almost immediately, and 

then there were those that took off with gusto only to slowly change direction until they were head-

ing back to the start line. However, there was a winner, and Chloe York who worked with Pop (Eddie 

Smith, Shire President) produced a no-nonsense boat that sailed straight to the finish line.   The day 

was as much about having fun as it was seeing what their creations could do.   Although some chil-

dren may have been a little disappointed when their boats failed to perform on the day, everyone 

had a great time and many laughs together.  

The Year 5/6 class are currently doing weekly weaving lessons with the Aboriginal Weaving group at 

the Gwoonwardu Mia Culture Centre.  The students are learning to weave with natural fibres using 

traditional weaving techniques. Mrs Shaw, who spent 4 years working with Aboriginal children in 

Arnhem Land at the commencement of her teaching career is keen for CCS children to taste the rich-

ness of the traditional culture.  

The Cultural Centre has now re-opened and a visit to the museum is well worth your time.  Apparent-

ly it is only one of 4 located in Western Australia.  Exhibits are arranged to display a number of 

themes which include:  Station life, Yinggarda Mission, Bush tucker etc.   We have been very fortu-

nate to get a copy of a dictionary of the Yinggarda language which was developed by a Professor of 

Linguistics from the La Tobe University. 

Last week, a group of our teachers and myself met up with workers at Gwoonwardu Mia with the 

aim of establishing an ongoing Indigenous Learning Program for our students based on local 

knowledge. Possible teaching/learning areas could be language, dance, art, stories, bush tucker etc.  

If you are aware of anyone who could help us establish any of the above, please let me know.  

James Shaw—Principal 

Principal’s Report 
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Have you checked out our ESafety link on our CCS school website yet – it is especially set up for 

children.  

Viewing the content together, would be an ideal opportunity to help set the bar as to what rules 

you would like them to adhere to whilst online.   

What does cyberbullying look like?  (Taken from ESafety website) 

 hurtful messages, comments or images 

 messages, posts or comments that say someone will do something mean 
 leaving you out or ignoring you online  

 spreading lies about you online 
 creating fake online profiles in someone’s name to trick you 

 sharing something online that can hurt you or make you feel bad, like a picture you don’t 
want anyone to see 
 threatening to share something online that will hurt you or make you feel bad 
making you feel very sad, very scared or very upset 
 
 Remember 
 no one deserves to be hurt online 

 be kind to yourself — it’s not your fault 
 Cyberbullying can make you feel very alone and scared, but there is help available. 
 

Principal’s Report 
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The Year 5 and 6 students  have 

been helping Mr Shaw on a Sat-

urday morning. They have been 

laying some pavers to extend 

the current verandah and give 

them some more space. The 

children have been having a 

great time getting their hands 

dirty and learning to pave.  
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Play-

ground  

Fun 

Cubby House  

The children have been  

spending some of their recess 

and lunch breaks playing in the 

water park and building cubby 

houses from all of the sheets 

and cloth kindly donated to 

the school. 
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http://www.kidscount.com.au/
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Things to look forward to at CCS 

Canteen 

Tuesday and Thursday 

Fill in your lunch order 

 form at the table in the      

quadrangle. 

 

 

 

Carnarvon Christian School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of children who 

attend our  School. 

Take a look at the eSafety Commissioner’s website and in particular 

‘Latest news and releases’ 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/  

Brochures providing information about online safety are on display and available in the 

reception area and information is also available on the CCS Webite. 

 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/

